
MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE

What is Making Space for Nature? 
 
What? ‘Making Space for Nature’ includes weekly indoor and outdoor activities for you to enjoy 
engaging with the nature on your doorstep.   

Why? ‘Making Space for Nature’ invites pupils to be part of the wonderful green spaces, 
waterways and lakes in their surrounding area.  

How? We invite you to join other school pupils to become part of Making Space for Nature’s 
network of children exploring their own ‘naturehood’, sharing activities and entering our weekly 
competitions.  

Activity 2: Natural Treasures

In this activity, you will take a closer look at nature, identify species and their habitats, and create 
an imaginary miniature habitat.

For the outdoor part of this activity, you will need to ask an adult to go with you.

Tasks 1 and 3 will be completed indoors. Task 2 will be completed outdoors.

Task 1: What is Biodiversity?

1. Read the questions below, then watch this video before answering them: Our 
Planet - What is biodiversity? David Attenborough (3 mins). 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=US58f-SwO0k 

a) Biodiversity refers to the number of living things on our planet and how they interact. Can 
you give an example of biodiversity reducing? 

b) A habitat is the natural home of a plant or animal. It provides the organisms that live there 
with food, water, shelter and space to survive. Can you give an example of a natural animal 
habitat?
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MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE
Activity 2: Natural Treasures

Task 1: What is Biodiversity? (continued)

2. Look at the picture and find out why biodiversity is important.

Choose the one you think is most important to you.

(There’s no right or wrong answer, but it’s your opinion).
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MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE

Task 2: Spotting Biodiversity Outside

You are going to go outside and identify some of the biodiversity around you.

You can either use an app (if you have access to a smartphone) or the 4 identification 
sheets on pages 8-11.

If you’re using the app, following the instructions below. If not, skip this box and move 
on to the second box.

To get started download the SEEK by iNaturalist app on a  
smartphone.  
You can do this through the app store - the app is free. 

This is what the app looks like. 
Once the app has downloaded, open it. 
You will be asked if you would like to make an account but  
click on the bottom option to continue as a guest. 

Take your phone with you and, when you are on your walk, use  
the camera function in the app to photograph and identify  
five different species of plants, animals or insects. 

These photos will be saved on your phone and you can share  
them with us by sending them to your teacher.

YOU WILL NEED:

• Binoculars or a magnifying glass (if you have one) – if you don’t, your eyes will work just fine. 

• Activity sheets on pages 4 and 5 (or a notebook) 

• A pen/pencil 

• Mobile phone with SEEK app 

• OR the bird, flower, tree spotter sheets provided on pages 8-11 

• A bag or a box for collecting nature’s treasures to create your miniature habitat (soil, twigs, 
leaves, petals, moss, seeds, little stones).
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MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE

Task 2: Spotting Biodiversity Outside (continued)

Complete the chart below identifying the species, its habitat and draw a picture of it  
(if you have no phone, record what you see by referring to the nature spotter sheets 
available on pages 8-11).

Natural Treasures 

BIODIVERSITY: BIRDS          INSECTS, SNAILS & WORMS         TREES          FLOWERS

Species:

Habitat: 

(e.g. water, woods, grasslands, gardens,
under a log or stone)

Species:

Habitat: 

Species:

Habitat: 

Species:

Habitat: 
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MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE

Natural Treasures 

BIODIVERSITY: BIRDS          INSECTS, SNAILS & WORMS         TREES          FLOWERS

Species:

Habitat: 

Species:

Habitat: 

Species:

Habitat: 

Species:

Habitat: 
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MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE

Task 3: Create a MINIATURE IMAGINARY HABITAT

A ‘habitat’ is a place where animals find shelter and food, where they reproduce, and where 
plants find the water, soil (food) and solar energy they need. Habitats are essential for life 
and survival. Your habitat is your house (shelter) and everything else you need to live (food, 
heat, sleep, love, affection, and adults who take care of you).

Follow the instructions below to create a miniature habitat for an imaginary species.

In its habitat, your species will need a sun, food, plants, animals which eat plants and animals 
which eat animals, water, shelter, and protection.

YOU WILL NEED:

a) A shoe box, a seed tray or a plastic box

b) Add a thin layer of soil, sand or peat-free compost (which you can collect  
from outside)

c) Natural treasures like twigs, leaves, petals, moss, seeds, little stones

d) Clay or play dough (optional)

Transform the items you collected from outside into miniature trees and plants, and combine 
them with clay or play dough to make tiny creatures. Don’t forget to add the sun, the essential 
ingredient supporting life on earth.

When your mini-world / habitat is complete, perhaps you could make up a story about an  
explorer discovering everything that lives there.

Photograph your miniature world  
and enter our weekly competition 

 by sending it to your teacher!
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Well done – you are ‘making space for nature’!

Please send to your teacher:
• Your answers from Task 1 (page 1)
• Your biodiversity sheets (pages 4 and 5)
• Your biodiversity photos
• A photograph of your miniature world

If you’re interested in other nature activities, you’ll find some here:

• www.goingwild.net
• https://www.facebook.com/goingwild/
• https://twitter.com/goingwildnet?lang=en-gb
• https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1
• https://www.backyardnature.org/resources/ 
• https://www.wwf.org.uk/things-to-do-home
• https://mailchi.mp/johnmuirtrust.org/wildinside 
• https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/05/nature-activities-for-kids-to-do-at-home-

part-6/ 
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http://www.goingwild.net
https://www.facebook.com/goingwild/
https://twitter.com/goingwildnet?lang=en-gb
https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1
https://www.backyardnature.org/resources/
https://www.wwf.org.uk/things-to-do-home
https://mailchi.mp/johnmuirtrust.org/wildinside
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/05/nature-activities-for-kids-to-do-at-home-part-6/ 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/05/nature-activities-for-kids-to-do-at-home-part-6/ 
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Be a super spotter!
How many trees can you identify?

Leaf ID

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use –  
and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! 

woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives   |    0330 333 5301    |    naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk

       Search for ‘nature detectives’     |              #NatureDetectives

© Made in 2015 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885)

Found any other leaves? Do you know which trees they’re from? 

Alder   

Ash   

Horse Chestnut   

Oak   

Rowan   

Sycamore   

Beech   

Birch   

Holly   

Hazel   
Hawthorn   Field Maple   

Elder   
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