
	Risk Assessment reference: 
	
	Activity:  
	Social therapeutic horticulture 

	Work Area / Location: 
	

	Likelihood of Hazardous Event: 
	1 = Very unlikely
	2 = Unlikely
	3 = Likely
	4 = Very likely
	5 = Almost certain

	Severity of Consequence:
	1 = Minor delay
	2 = Minor injury / ill health
	3 = Up to 7 day injury / ill health loss
	4 = Over 7 day injury / ill health loss
	5 = Fatality 

	Likelihood x Severity = Risk Factor
	Risk Rating

	1 – 8 Low
	9-15 Medium
	16-25 High
	1 – 8 = Low 
	Review at least every 2 years

	
	
	
	9 – 15 = Medium
	Additional controls as reasonably practicable. Review regularly

	
	
	
	16 – 25 = High 
	Urgent action required


	HAZARD
(What could potentially cause harm?)
	HAZARDOUS EVENT


	Level of Risk 

Before control measures
	RISK CONTROLS
(What action is necessary?)
	Level of Risk 

With control measures

	
	Who might be harmed?
	How might they be harmed?

(Most likely outcome NOT worst possible case)
	Likelihood  (1-5) 
	Severity of Consequence  (1-5)
	Risk Factor
	Risk Rating (L, M, H)
	
	Likelihood  (1-5) 
	Severity of Consequence (1-5) 
	Risk Factor
	Residual Risk Rating

	Site layout and unknown hazards on site

	Staff &
Volunteers 
	Trips, slips, falls 
Hazardous materials 
	3
	2
	6
	L 
	Site layout: site will have clear boundaries where visitors can safely take place.

Signage to be displayed where appropriate

Pathways to be kept clear during session and staff to remove trip hazards to ensure safe access.

	2
	1
	2
	L

	Plants & insects/contact with plant sap
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Rashes, skin irritation, stings, bites 
	3
	3
	9
	M
	Site inspection. Advise use of PPE. Allergies to be disclosed on the day. No giant hogweed on site. 

	2
	1
	2
	L

	Sharps & broken glass
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Cuts to skin 
	4
	2
	8
	L
	Safety talk. Use PPE provided for task. Use tools to clear area not hands!
Needles reported or taken in sharps bin by staff 


	2
	2
	4
	L

	Aggressive dogs/ dog bites 
	Staff &

Volunteers
	
	1
	3
	3
	L
	Ask participants to not touch dogs

Staff members to ask owner to put dog on lead and remove from work area
	1
	1
	1
	L

	Disease
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Risk of tetanus (soil borne), hepatitis needlestick), leptospirosis (water), toxicara (dog faeces) and cellulitus (resulting from Blackthorn) or Lyme Disease (ticks)
	2
	2
	4
	L
	Wear gloves provided, cover minor cuts, wash hands

Refer to GP if injury causes risk of infection.

Use gloves and nappy type bags to remove any dog fouling before activity starts.

Ensure all staff are aware of how to identify a tick and carry the appropriate tick removal equipment as part of the first aid kit
	2
	1
	2
	L

	Injury due to gazebos, leg weights, temporary fencing, tables, chairs.
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Cuts, falls, trips 
	2
	2
	4
	L
	Ensure all equipment is put up with care and secured down. If conditions are windy, assess regularly and take down gazebos if there is risk of injury.  Don’t work in winds over 40mph. 


	1
	2
	2
	L

	Activity taking place near minor roads with traffic and parked cars
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Speeding cars, not looking as they cross roads, potential traffic accidents 
	1
	4
	4
	L
	Ensure activity is situated as far from the road as possible and people are aware of the road and crossings. 

Wear high vis jackets if near  busy road or if there are lots of people

	1
	2
	2
	L

	Extreme weather 
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Hot weather- sunburn, heat stroke

Cold weather/ storms – trees falling, hypothermia 
	1
	3
	3
	L
	Recommend that people bring sun tan lotion/cover, ensure shade available. Provide fresh cold drinking water and ask volunteers to bring their own.

Bring gazebo to sessions where there is no shelter or use community rooms/buildings where possible.
	1
	2
	2
	L

	Risk of children being left unsupervised at site
	Volunteers

Children 
	Safeguarding issue arises if unaccounted for child arrives 
	2
	2
	4
	L
	All participants to sign in and name their children

Participants reminded to supervise their children at all times

Children will either be supervised by an accompanying responsible adult during the activity or permission will be obtained at the time of the event from an adult with responsibility for the child for them to take part in the activity.
	1
	2
	2
	L

	Risk of violent act from members of the public
	Staff &

Volunteers
	Physical or verbal abuse 
	1
	3
	3
	L
	Brief volunteers about dealing with enquiries and how to explain the project.
Ensure staff are aware of how to deal with safeguarding and reporting problems.
	1
	1
	1
	L

	Reaction from Contact with soil
	Staff &

Volunteers

 
	asthmatic/breathing difficulties when in close contact to materials

soil or seeds in eyes 
	2
	2
	4
	L
	Notify anyone likely to handle material potential risk

Advise anyone handling materials to wash their hands with hot soap and water afterwards and carry gel hand wash for anyone who needs it

Appropriate technique will be shown
	2
	1
	2
	L

	COVID-19 

Members of the public or staff being infected or becoming infected. Contact with infected surface. Close contact between members of the public and staff
	Staff 
	Members becoming infected then becoming ill
	2
	3
	6
	L
	Work to be undertaken outside (well ventilated) and in keeping with government guidelines. Hand gel and masks provided. Tools wiped down before and after use. Regular testing of staff members. Ensure no one with symptoms or anyone who has been contacted by track and trace arrives. 
Follow government guidelines 

	1
	2
	2
	L

	Participants are potentially vulnerable people 
	Staff &

Volunteers 
	Situations could be triggering for certain mental health conditions. Problems could cause them to not want to attend again 
	2
	3
	6
	L
	Have a trained member of staff with Social Therapeutic Horticulture. Have a ‘Safe Space’ at the end of the garden to allow participants to be alone for some time. Create an open, safe environment to support people. 
	2
	2
	4
	L


	Other assessments required (if any)
	Young persons
	COSHH
	DSE
	Manual Handling
	First aid
	New / expectant mothers
	Others (define)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Risk Assessor
	
	Date assessed
	

	Position
	
	To be reviewed by (date)
	


