
New Calthorpe Green Improvements
Groundwork London in collaboration with Camden Council (LBC) and the New Calthorpe 
Tenants and Residents’ Association (TRA) have been working together to develop designs 
to improve the communal external spaces on the New Calthorpe Estate, with a focus 
on refreshing planting to provide a biodiverse and aesthetically pleasing landscape for 
residents to enjoy. Through community engagement, the proposed designs for Fleet 
Square, Wells Square Grow Zone, Well Square Play Zone, and Seddon Street focus on 
creating vibrant, functional, and environmentally-friendly spaces that reflect residents’ 
needs. 

The key priorities are:
• Enhancing biodiversity and planting
• Creating multi-use spaces for relaxation, socialising, gardening, and play
• Greening the estate to build community
• Providing opportunities for food growing
• Ensuring accessible seating throughout Seddon St
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1. Fleet Square
Encourage wildlife and biodiversity, 

offer seasonal visual appeal, and 
provide opportunities for social 

interaction and play.

3. Wells Square Grow Zone
Support community-led food 

growing, enhance biodiversity, and 
promote engagement with the grow 
zone while offering shaded seating 

areas for relaxation.

2. Wells Square Play Zone
Improve play opportunities, beautify 
the space with sensory planting, and 
integrate wildlife-friendly features to 
make the area more inviting for both 

children and adults.

Seddon Street
Enhance the visual appeal of the 

street, provide greenery, and improve 
air quality while preventing heavy 

shading for residents.
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Existing planting bed to be selectively 
cleared and replanted with plants that are 
attractive to wildlife and offer seasonal 
change. A log pile or other wildlife habitat 
feature to be included in the bed. 

Balance beam 
or other trim trail 
element in bark path 
through the planting

Existing planting bed to be replanted with 
plants that are attractive to wildlife and offer 
seasonal change. 
A small multi-stemmed tree to be included 
to give light shading

Top of wall painted to create play trail
Stepping logs

New bench with back and armrests

Existing block paved surface to be 
jetwashed to reveal the pattern

Painted play marking

Cube seating

Colourful planting

Play markings, such 
as hopstotch or  circle 
targets, added to 
surface

 Space for Gazebo 
(10’x20’) new frame 
needed - consider option 
for in-ground sockets 
for posts or permanent 
timber structure

Existing paving removed 
to create new in-ground 
planting bed

Cube seating offers more 
informal seating 
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Existing railings to be 
stripped and repainted 
black (by Camden, does 
not require funding)

Slide replaced by timber 
climbing frame with net. 
New safety surfacing 
would be required.

Existing planters from the Grow 
Zone relocated to Play Zone, 
Planters to be painted bright 
colours and planted with sensory 
plants such as herbs and grasses. 
This would also act as informal 
‘perch’ seating

Planting bed extended 
along back wall with  
self-clinging climbers 
such as Ivy 

New bench with back 
and armrests

Green screen 
to hide bin store 
(subject to spec of 
replacement store)

Wildllife habitat features, 
e.g. bug hotel could be 
added here.

Wildlife habitat features

‘Green’ screen Ivy fencing

Example of climbing net and ladder that 
could be installed
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Existing planting bed to be selectively 
cleared and replanted with shade-tolerant 
plants that are attractive to wildlife and 
offer seasonal change. 
A log pile or other wildlife habitat feature 
could be included with the bed.

New bench with 
back and armrests

New cube seating

Existing railings 
to be stripped and 
repainted black (by 
Camden, does not 
require funding)

Timber sleeper planters for 
community food growing
NOTE: Access to a watering 
point would be desirable

Smaller, taller planters 
for trailing fruit or herbs

Existing tree to be crownlifted 
to reduce shading

Shady planting

Raised timber planters

Features for wildlfie

New signage /notice 
board in planter to 
welcome people to 
use the grow zone and 
outlining rules and how 
to get involved 

Secure tap point - 
further inverstigtion 
required regarding 
feasibility and 
management



Existing plant bed to be 
prepared and replanted

New planting bed created with 
tree planting

Proposed trees to be 
min. 2m clear stem with 
light canopy to prevent 
heavy shading 

New planting beds with tree planting
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