11. What is match and in-kind funding, and how do I calculate their value? 

Some grant applications may ask if you have any match or in kind funding, or may require you to have one or both.

Match funding is where other sources of money will contribute to the project that you are applying for. This may come from another grant, a gift from a company, or from your organisations’ reserves. 

In kind funding is where you are provided with something that helps you deliver your project, but it is not money. For example, if a cafe near you gave your volunteers free refreshments, or a garden center donated plants for free, or a local company gifted you computer equipment. 

So how do you calculate their value?

Calculating match funding is quite simple – it is the amount of money that is being provided by that alternative source. You may also be asked to clarify if the match funding is secured or conditional in some way.

You calculate the value of in kind funding by considering how much the thing or service would cost if it was not being provided for free. For example, if your volunteers had a round of free coffees from the local cafe, you would calculate how much it would cost if you had paid for them. Or if you are getting free plants, how much would it cost if you had paid for those plants. 

If you receive something at a discount, that may also be considered in kind funding. Following the cafe example, they may agree to provide your volunteers with refreshments for 50% off. Here the value of the in kind funding is the amount of the 50% discount.

Volunteering is also in kind funding. Take a look at our separate video on that topic.



