2. What do I need to do before applying?

Before you apply for a grant, make sure you are prepared and have everything you need before you start writing your grant application.

Every funder and grant programme is different, so first read all the guidance information provided to make sure you are eligible for funding. 

Make sure you understand the aims and objectives of the grant programme you are applying to, and that your project aligns with them.

Plan your project before you apply for funding, so you know what you need money for and why you are asking for it. The funder will want you to explain how your project meets an identified need or addresses a gap in services.

Check if you need to provide any supporting documents with your application, such as your governing documents or safeguarding policy. Do you have these to hand, or do you need to ask someone for the latest version?

Make sure you understand the application process and any key dates, such as the deadline and when you can expect to hear back from the funder. 

You may need to get internal sign-off from your manager or any partners, so factor that into your planning process.

Finally, make sure you know what the funder’s contact details are, in case you have any questions. 

