5. Can I use Artificial Intelligence (AI) to help me apply?

Using Artificial Intelligence (AI) to help you apply for a grant depends on the funder, as they will have different policies and approaches, so it is best to check the funders’ guidance information. If it is unclear, get in touch with them to ask.

At Groundwork London, we understand that AI can be a useful tool to assist in administrative tasks, such as summarising information, explaining or rephrasing unclear text, or assisting in research. And we acknowledge that this is especially useful if someone has additional needs in terms of accessibility. 

But please use it thoughtfully; it is often clear when someone has relied too heavily on AI, as it makes the application feel generic and vague. 

We strongly discourage using AI to come up with your project idea and draft the whole application for you.

We want to hear from you, and we want to be confident that you have the necessary skills and experience to deliver what you are proposing.

AI-generated text can sometime include inaccuracies, which can weaken your application, so make sure you check any data or information. Drawing on your own knowledge and experience will give you more authentic, relevant, and accurate answers.

You may also want to consider the environmental impact of AI before you use it, as it requires a lot of energy and water to power the systems required.

Many free AI tools retain the data input into them, so avoid sharing confidential or sensitive information and check their data protection policies to make sure your information is secure.

So do think before you use AI, and make sure you check what it has written and that it reflects what you want it to say. 

Use it as a tool to prepare your application, not to create your application for you. 

