GM Nature Network Grant
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Accompanying documents
When completing this application form please refer to the following accompanying documents:
· GM Nature Network Grant Guidance
· GM Local Nature Recovery Strategy Wildlife Rich Land Guidance
· GM Local Nature Recovery Strategy and Appendices
· GM Nature Network [available to view on the GMCA Nature Recovery webpages or download from data.gov]

Section 1 - Essential Criteria
Please read our accompanying guidance document to better understand our essential criteria. 
You can apply if: 
· Your site(s) is located in an opportunity area of the GM Nature Network
· The habitat(s) on your site(s) are not already wildlife-rich[footnoteRef:1] [1:  See accompanying Wildlife Rich Land definition for further details] 

· You have landowner permission / You are the landowner
· You are setting up a new project rather than continuing an existing project
· You will follow the principles for habitat enhancement, restoration and creation set out in the GM LNRS
I confirm: 
☐ The site is located in an opportunity area of the GM Nature Network 
☐ The habitats on the site are not already classed as wildlife-rich 
☐ I have written permission from the landowner 
☐ This is a new project and the site has not benefited from funding in the last 5 years
☐ I will follow the principles for habitat enhancement, restoration and creation set out in the GM LNRS
A supporting statement needs to be provided that the land has not benefitted from other funding over the last 5 years.
Project address and postcode
	Please enter the full address and postcode of the site(s) you applying for funding for. If you are applying for funding for multiple sites then please list the address of each site separately, with individual site names.

	Enter text here 




Project grid reference
	Please provide a central grid reference to confirm the site(s) location(s). If you have multiple sites please provide the site name and grid reference for each site.

	Enter text here 




GIS file
	Please provide the file name of the shapefile boundary for the project site you have attached to your application. If you have multiple sites please clearly indicate which point or polygon in the shapefile is related to each site.

	Enter text here 




Land ownership
	Please provide the name of the landowner(s) for your project site(s)

	Enter text here 





Please attach written permission evidence from the landowner. If you're not sure of what this letter needs to contain, please use the template which accompanies this application form. It's also acceptable to attach an email containing this information. If you are the landowner, please attach confirmation of this. 
Number of applications
Is this the only application that your organisation is submitting?
☐ Yes
☐ No
	If you answered no, please provide the project name for any other applications your organisation is also submitting.

	Enter text here 




	
Section 2 - About your Organisation
Primary Applicant Details	
	Applicant name and organisation

	Insert text here 


	Telephone number 

	Insert number here 


	Email address (work)

	Insert text here 


	Address (work) 

	Insert text here



Organisation	
Organisation name 
	Please provide the name of your organisation

	Insert text here 


Organisation details 
	Please provide what you do, who you work with, scale of activity. This information will be used on our website when we promote your project.

	Insert text here 



Organisation set-up date.
	Please provide the date your organisation/group established

	Insert text here 


What type of organisation are you?
	Please state the type of organisation. Please see our guidance document for a list of eligible organisation types for this grant.

	Insert text here 



Registered Number
	Please provide your registered company or charity number

	Insert text here 


Policies and Insurance
If your application is successful, your organisation will need the following policies, procedures and insurance in place before the grant money is released:
· Safeguarding policy
· Health and safety policy
· Employer’s insurance
· Volunteering policy
· Public liabilities insurance
· Project and site risk assessments
· Photo consent policy and document for project participants[footnoteRef:2] [2:  For help and guidance on photo consent, please refer to the NSPCC website:https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/online-safety/photographing-filming-children
] 

· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) policy
I confirm: 
☐ We have all of these policies, procedures and insurance in place
☐ We will have all of these policies, procedures and insurance in place before the project starts
PLEASE NOTE: Successful applicants will be asked to provide these documents before their grant is issued.
Organisation bank statement
We will require a copy of your organisation’s bank statement dated within 3 months. This is detailed in the GM Nature Network Grant Information.
We require recent bank statement showing:
· three months of banking transactions.
· dated within the last three months,
· that contains a sort code and account number,
· a named person/entity and an address of the organisation that will be receiving the grant for your project proposal.

Section 3 - About your Project
Type of grant
Please state which grant you are applying for:
☐ Stream 1: Habitat restoration and creation grant (maximum grant £30,000)
☐ Stream 2: Enabling grants to support land to progress towards becoming wildlife (maximum grant £5,000)
You can only apply for one stream per application.
Project title
	Please provide the title of your project 

	Insert text here 



Project summary
	Tell us about your project in 100 words or less

	Insert text here 



Your project description and activities
	Please provide a description of your project aims, planned project activities, including timings and a description of the activities and who will be completing them. Max word count 1500 (most applicants write 600-700 words). 

	Insert text here 
















Your project plan and main activities.
Please complete the below table to provide an overview of the activities that will take place in your project, and approximately when you are planning for each of these to take place in your project. Fill in only those applicable to your project.
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	What are you going to do? Please detail key stages in your project plan.
	Which months during  your project will this activity happen?

	Stage 1.
	

	Stage 2.
	

	Stage 3.
	

	Stage 4.
	


Please add additional rows as required



Project participants
	Please detail who will be involved in your project and what they will do. Please include: 
· Who is involved from your organisation
· Who are the people doing the work
· Who is involved from the local community 
· Any volunteers/outside agencies involved 
Max 600 words (most applicants write 200-300 words).

	Insert text here 








Project partners
	Please detail if there are any other organisations that will be working on this project alongside your organisation

	Insert text here 










Section 4 - Meeting the aims of the grant
Stream 1: Habitat Creation or Restoration
Please only complete this information if you are applying for funding under stream 1 for habitat restoration and creation grants. If you are applying for funding under stream 2 for enabling works please move on.
Delivering new wildlife-rich land
This fund is targeting the creation or restoration of new wildlife-rich land in the nature network, working towards target 3 in the GM LNRS.
	 In your response, please detail: 
· The current condition of the site(s) 
· Any habitat(s) currently present
· Any previous habitat restoration/creation activity on the site 
· Whether any habitats already present on the site meet the habitats listed in the definition of GM Wildlife Rich Land. 
· Potential for new/additional habitat restoration or creation work 
Max word count 1500 (most applicants write 500-700 words)

	Insert text here 





Funding already benefiting the project site
	Please clearly state whether the land has benefited from funding over the last 5 years. If it has benefited from funding, please list: 
· The funding and amount received
· The activities it was used for on the site

	Insert text here




Creation or restoration of wildlife-rich land
This fund is targeting the creation or restoration of wildlife-rich land in the Nature Network. Please read, and make reference to, the accompanying GM Wildlife Rich Land Guidance for further information on the habitats and actions we are counting as delivering wildlife rich land. Please also complete the table below to detail specific type and areas of habitat you will be restoring or creating.
	Please explain how your proposed project will lead to the creation or restoration of more wildlife-rich land and the GM LNRS priority(ies) and action(s) it delivers on.

Please describe: 
· The type and area of each habitat that you propose to restore or create
· How you will restore or create the habitat, the process involved and any particular challenges
· Target condition for the habitat you will restore or create (if relevant)
· The GM LNRS priorities and actions you will be delivering on.

	Insert text here 
 


















Please complete the table below to detail specific habitat types and areas you will be restoring or creating as part of your project.
	Site name(s)
	Baseline habitat (prior to works starting)
	Target habitat type (see attached wildlife rich land definition, please be specific)
	Target habitat area (ha/km)
	GM LNRS Priority(ies) (state which GM LNRS priority it delivers on) 
	GM LNRS Action(s) (state which GM LNRS action it delivers on)

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	




Improving ecological connectivity
The GM LNRS aims to better connect existing designated sites across Greater Manchester. 
	Please explain: 
· How the project will enhance habitat connectivity with adjacent habitats
· How the project will boost species movement 
· The wider potential for the project to help address current bottlenecks in ecological connectivity across GM  
Max word count 1000 (most applicants write 500-600 words). 

	Insert text here 





Project longevity and maintenance
Although maintenance funding is not provided by this grant, applications will be scored on their plans and proposals for the long-term maintenance and management of the site once the habitat creation and restoration works have been completed. This should be for a minimum of three years post completion of the grant funded works.
	Please explain how you plan to maintain your project after the GM Nature Network Grant money has been spent. 

Please include: 
· Links to, or set up of, new volunteer groups
· Engagement with local authorities
· Planned bids for match funding or future funding applications to continue works on the site.

	Insert text here 





Project readiness
As successful projects need to be completed by March 2027, applications will be scored on their readiness to proceed.
Key considerations will include: 
· Level of involvement of the landowner and landowner support 
· Project plan and milestones
· Feasibility and supply of labour/materials/equipment to progress 
· Management of risks
	Please explain your project plan, feasibility and how you will proceed with your project. Max word count 1000 (most applicants write 500-600 words). 

	Insert text here 








Partnership
Partnership working and collaboration is a key principle of delivery of the GM LNRS. 
	Please explain if you will be involving other organisations or local communities in your project. Max word count 500 (most applicants write 200-300 words).  

	Insert text here 










Stream 2. Enabling land to become wildlife-rich 
Please only complete this information if you are applying for funding under stream 2 for habitat restoration and creation grants. If you are applying for funding under stream 1 please move on to the next section. You cannot apply for both streams in one application.
Stream 2 of the grant supports projects to progress land towards becoming wildlife-rich in the future and getting ready to apply for philanthropic funding or attracting private investment. 
Facilitating the creation of wildlife rich land
	 Please explain how your project will facilitate land to become wildlife rich in the future (e.g. how it might support an application for wider funding or understand the site feasibility to proceed for funding). 
· List the specific studies, plans, surveys, and site investigations you intend to carry out.
· Briefly explain how each will help prepare the site for future funding.
· State what, if any, existing site investigations have already been completed.
· Describe how the funding will be used to build on these existing investigations.
Existing HMMPs and surveys should be made use of, reviewed and updated wherever available/possible.

Max word count 1000 (most applicants write 500-600 words).

	Insert text here 











Landowner support
	Please explain what level of landowner support you have for the project. Max word count 500.

	Insert text here 






Project readiness
As successful projects need to be completed by March 2027, applications will be scored on their readiness to proceed.
	Please set out your timescales and project plan, key milestones, management of risk.

	Insert text here 






Partnership
Partnership working and collaboration is a key principle of delivery of the GM LNRS. 
	Please explain if you will be involving other organisations or local communities in your project.

	Insert text here 








Section 5 - Grant Requested
Total amount requested.
	How much funding are you requesting for your project?

	Insert text here 




Total amount of cash match funding (if any).
	Please enter total amount of match funding secured. If none is secured, please enter 0.

	Insert text here 



Project budget
Please fill in the below budget table. Please tells us what you want to spend your grant on and how much each item will cost. We need a budget to assess your application, so please sure this section is completed. Please follow the guidance when submitting your costs - applications for ineligible items will not proceed to assessment. There are percentage restrictions on certain items such as staff costs, etc. Please read the guidance for the full list and if you are submitting costs for these, please ensure they are within the allowance. Please add additional rows as required.
	Item number
	Item type[footnoteRef:3] [3:  See grant guidance doc for eligible item types.] 

	Item/activity
	Cost

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Section 6 - Authorisation and Declaration

Acknowledgement
As part of the grant agreement, you must acknowledge your funding through press releases, social media posts, case studies, and by displaying our logo and acknowledging funding sources. Please read the accompanying terms and conditions of the grant award carefully. Providing us with images of your project, participating in site visits and milestone meeting, providing a final project report, and engaging in GM LNRS monitoring and reporting are all important conditions of your grant award. It is your responsibility to ensure that the correct photo consents are obtained and that we are granted permission to make use of the images you provide.
☐ I confirm that I understand and agree to the statements and points listed above
Successful applications will be funded by the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA).
☐ I confirm that I am happy to receive these funds if successful.

Data sharing
Please tick the box below to confirm you are happy for the information you have provided in this form to be shared with our assessment panel (consisting of GMCA and external organisations) and our partner organisation working on the delivery of the GM Local Nature Recovery Strategy
☐ I confirm that the information I have provided can be shared with partners and organisations on our assessment panel



Application submission
☐ I confirm that all the details supplied are correct and accurate and that I am authorised to submit this application on behalf of the organisation I represent, and I agree to the terms and conditions of the grant 
	Please provide your name

	Insert text here 

	Please provide your position within the group/organisation 

	Insert text here 



Please provide your full name and signature 

	Full name 

	Insert text here 


Before submitting please check you have:
Completed the questions and provided information on your budget
Please also check you have attached all the correct documentation as required before submitting this application:
· Landowner permission
· A supporting statement needs to be provided that the land has not benefitted from other funding over the last 5 years
· Planning permission – if relevant
· Written landowner agreement committing to retain the habitat for a minimum of three years post completion of the grant funded works.
· Bank statement - showing three months of transactions and dated within the past 3 months
If the correct information has not been provided at the point of application, it will not proceed to assessment.
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